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Esteemed guests, honourable dignitaries, ladies and gentlemen.......

It is with profound gratitude and immense pride that I stand before you today on this momentous
occasion, the official opening of the Embassy of Antigua and Barbuda in this prestigious city of
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

This landmark event is not just a formal inauguration of our diplomatic presence, but a celebration
of the enduring friendship between our two nations.

Antigua and Barbuda holds the United Arab Emirates in the highest regard. Over the years, we
have marvelled at the remarkable achievements of the UAE, a nation that has transformed itself
into a global hub of innovation, culture and commerce. Y our unwavering commitment to progress,
sustainability and inclusivity serves as a beacon of inspiration for countries like ours. It is this spirit
of ambition and resilience that we admire and strive to emulate.

With the establishment of our embassy here in Abu Dhabi, we are taking a significant step towards
deepening the bonds of friendship and collaboration that exist between our two nations. This
embassy will serve as a vital link, connecting not only our governments but also our peoples. It is
a means of fostering greater dialogue, understanding and respect; opening avenues for cooperation
that will undoubtedly benefit both Antigua and Barbuda and the UAE.

The strategic location of this embassy in the UAE presents us with a unique opportunity to enhance
our trade and investment connectivity and tourism. As we navigate an increasingly interconnected
world, establishing fruitful trade relations is paramount for the advancement of our economies.

We look forward to collaborating with our Emirati counterparts to explore new avenues for
investment and business partnerships that will pave the way for mutual prosperity.

Moreover, the UAE’s global reach in tourism provides Antigua and Barbuda with the perfect
platform to showcase our breathtaking landscapes, vibrant culture and warm hospitality. Together,
we can promote travel pathways that allow citizens of both nations to experience the wonders of
our respective homelands, thereby enriching our cultural exchanges and fostering goodwill.
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Amidst our celebrations today, I would like to take a moment to charge Ambassador Gilbert
Boustany and the dedicated team in Abu Dhabi with a pioneering duty. Your role goes beyond the
formalities of diplomacy; you are the ambassadors of our image, our values, and the potential that
lies within Antigua and Barbuda. You have the extraordinary responsibility of protecting and
promoting our nation’s interests in this vital region and to cultivate relationships that yield
dividends for our people and to seize the boundless opportunities that the UAE has to offer.

Today, we step into the future with a reaffirmation of our commitment to a partnership rooted in
respect, mutual benefit and shared aspirations.

Long live the United Arab Emirates and its enduring partnership with Antigua and Barbuda. Let
us together forge a legacy of collaboration that will resonate for generations to come.

Thank you

-ENDS-



